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Priority Areas

of the Security Policy of the Czech Republic
Security Policy of the Czech Republic
One of the main roles of the state granted by the Constitution is to safeguard the security of its citizens and protect its basic security interests. This role needs to be understood as both having the preventive level and involving the resolution and elimination of the consequences of various crisis situations. 

As other developed countries, the Czech Republic has formulated a number of policies and strategic and legislative materials aimed at defining the state's security policy and contributing to the effective set-up and operation of the national security system. The key policy-making and strategic document in this area is the Security Strategy of the Czech Republic
, which defines the basic values, interests, approaches and objectives of the Czech Republic in safeguarding its security. The uderlying principle is the inseparability of security, i.e. the Czech national security cannot be separated from the security in the Euro-Atlantic area and from global security.
The Security Strategy of the Czech Republic presumes that direct military attack on the Czech Republic and its allies is unlikely. However, it emphasises a new recent threat – terrorism.
Security Objectives of the Czech Government
The objectives of the Czech Government are specified in the Programme Declaration of the Government
 and in the Coalition Agreement
. They represent the basic points to be addressed by the Government by defining the relevant priority areas and objectives, setting up the methodology, establishing a high-quality management system, determining the forms of output and a clear allocation of responsibilities. The document addresses security at both the internal and foreign security levels.
In terms of enhancing the internal security in the Czech Republic, the Government's priorities focus on tackling the establishment of an environment of corruption, clientelism and protectionism, on the reform of the military, law enforcement and other security forces and their controlling bodies, and on strengthening the judiciary and optimising prison capacities.
The foreign-security policy accentuates the attainment of the Hague Programme objectives until 2009
.
Security Environment in the Czech Republic
In the security context, the Czech Republic relies on its membership in the NATO and EU, its favourable geopolitical position and good relations with the neighbouring countries, who are also NATO and/or EU members. The Report on the Security Status of the Czech Republic
 defines the main threats which may affect the Czech national security and distinguishes between:
· Intentional (anthropogenic) threats, and
· Unintentional threats (not deliberately caused by the human factor).
1. Intentional Threats and Instruments to Eliminate Them:
a) Extremism and terrorism
· Combat terrorism
· Combat all forms of extremism, racism and xenophobia
· Detect of the new methods and forms of terrorism financing
· Support the crisis management system in terms of safeguarding internal security and public order
· Improved effectiveness in the activities of intelligence agencies
b) Proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, conventional weapons and dual-use goods
· Prevent WMD proliferation
· Control weapons, ammunition and dual-use goods, and adherence to weapons embargos
c) Organised crime and illegal migration
· Combat organised crime
· Create an anti-corruption environment and combat other forms of serious economic crime
· Combat money-laundering
· Combat trafficking in human beings
· Policy to combat drugs
· Strengthen measures to combat illegal migration
d) Energy security, dependence on strategic raw materials
· Reduce dependence of the Czech Republic on the import of strategic raw materials and energy
· Search for alternative energy sources
e) Breach of communication and information systems
· Combat IT crime and cyber terrorism
· Protect and share classified information
· Protect the elements of the critical infrastructure necessary to safeguard the basic functions of the state
f) Industrial and other accidents
· Take preventive and protective measures against industrial accidents
· Road safety
· Control on-road transport of hazardous substances and materials
· Civil aviation security
· Enhance the security aspects of public transport systems
· Combat environmental crime
· Ensure mining of strategic mineral resources
2. Unintentional Threats and Measures to Prevent and Resolve Them:
a) Natural disasters, events with an environmental impact
· Flood control measures
· Fire protection
· Population protection
· Coordinate the components of the Integrated Rescue System
· Support the crisis management system
· Mine rescue services
b) Spreading of contagious diseases
· Take measures to prevent epidemics and pandemics
· Instruments and methods to manage the spreading of contagious diseases
Security Policy Priorities of the Czech Republic
The description and definition of the Czech security environment and the national security system is provided by the policy-making and strategic document of Security Strategy of the Czech Republic. 
The Security Policy covers six key areas:
· Foreign policy
· Defence policy
· Internal security policy
· Economic policy 

· Public awareness policy
· Environmental security
1. Foreign Policy
Through its foreign policy the Czech Republic promotes its interests in external relations, seeking to strengthen its position in the international community. With regard to the nature of its security environment, the Czech Republic promotes its interests by actively pursuing bilateral and multilateral relations.
The basic priorities include the following:
· Contribute to the development of Alliance forces and assets and to adapting the NATO to new security environments and challenges;
· Actively participate in the Common Foreign and Security Policy of the EU, including the building up of the capabilities of the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP);
· Strengthen the transatlantic link, emphasising the mutually complementary development of the NATO and EU capabilities; 

· Deepen relations with partner countries. The Czech Republic attaches great importance to the development of relations with the Russian Federation, the Ukraine, and countries of the Western Balkans, the Caucasus and Central Asia, the Middle East and North Africa;
· Prefer multilateral methods of resloving international affairs and security issues; 

· Support developmental and humanitarian aid programmes;
· In the event of the failure of prevention and the effort to resolve the matter peacefully, join the coercive measures, including the use of force, in accordance with the Czech Republic's obligations as a NATO and EU member and following the principles of the UN Charter; 

· Establish conditions to integrate the Czech Republic in projects or systems capable of providing the protection of the national territory against WMD and missile attack, and contribute to the stability and efficiency of arms control, non-proliferation of WMD and their means of delivery; pursue a consistent licensing policy for trade in military equipment, radioactive materials, dual-use goods and technologies, weapons, ammunition and non-military explosives;
· Develop good neighbourly relations, regional arrangements and international organisations at the political, social and economic levels. 

2. Defence Policy
The defence policy is a basic tool for promoting the security interests of the Czech Republic. Its chief aim is to safeguard sovereignty, territorial integrity, the principles of democracy, and the rule of law, and to protect the lives and property of the citizens against external threats. To this end, the Czech Republic formulates, in accordance with its foreign policy, the basic principles for the building, preparation, and use of the relevant elements of the national security system. The basic pillar of the Czech Republic’s defence is its NATO membership and strengthening its transatlantic link. Being a NATO member, the Czech Republic formulates its defence policy in accordance with the Alliance’s Strategic Concept. 

The defence policy has been defined as follows:
· Contribute to the development of the Alliance capabilities and participate in the shaping of NATO’s nuclear policy in accordance with the principles of nuclear consultation and nuclear planning; 

· Achieve the specialisation of the Czech Republic’s armed forces to enhance their capabilities of carrying out defence missions within the country’s territory according to the applicable laws; 

· Support the development of the military capabilities of the EU and the common approach by NATO and EU to defence planning and security issues; 

· Emphasise the improvement in the efficiency of military intelligence in combating terrorism; 

· Ensure preparedness to provide efficient assistance to the Czech Police Force and other branches of the national security system in case of a non-military threat; 

· Ensure the permanent integration of the Czech military in the NATO air defence system (NATINEADS) and be ready to receive Allied reinforcements in the national territory, if required; 

· Complete the armed forces reform so as to achieve the required capabilities to perform the defined defence and security missions and obligations. 

3. Internal Security Policy
The main objective of the internal security policy is to formulate and apply principles concerning the protection of the democratic foundations of the State and safeguard internal security and public order in the Czech Republic. The government continuously analyses the internal security and public order in the territory of the Czech Republic to identify threats, assess risks and initiate proposals for their effective elimination, and it pursues efforts to promote both legislative and non-legislative strategies and efficient measures.
The main priorities of the internal security policy include the following:
· Enhance professionalism and quality in the activities pursued by the military, law-enforcement and other security forces and authorities, co-operation with the public sector and its involvement in the area of security, and use the potential of other security actors e.g. in security, health-care and social services, the private or volunteer sector;
· Actively combat terrorism, reduce the Czech Republic’s vulnerability to terrorist attacks targeting its territory or its interests abroad; 

· Combat all forms of organised crime, emphasising the adoption of legislation and organisational measures to impede or, if possible, prevent the associated money-laundering;
· Suppress undesirable trade in weapons, military equipment and dual-use materials, prevent WMD proliferation and transfer of technologies and services usable in WMD development, manufacturing, storage or other related activities;
· Reduce all forms of illegal migration and the related illegal activities by means of both international and national measures; ensure harmonisation with and apply EU's migration, visa and asylum policy – with the full implementation of the Schengen agreement having the top priority;
· Suppress the distribution, trafficking and abuse of illegal drugs, which form a major area of activity of international organised crime; 

· Step up combating corruption and serious economic crime by creating the legislative preconditions to prevent corruption in public administration and formulating an anti-corruption programme to assess the corruption risks associated with elected public positions; 

· Use prevention and enforcement to consistently detect and prosecute any manifestations of xenophobia, racism and political extremism;
· Take preventive measures to protect members of national and ethnic minorities to promote conflict-free and tolerant multicultural communities, pursue awareness-raising activities concerning human rights and multicultural education, and ensure a systematic approach of public authorities to foreigner integration;
· Enhance measures to protect and share classified information, protect important information systems and critical infrastructures, and consistently combat IT crime; 

· Promote prevention in public health protection;
· Support the activities of the components of the Integrated Rescue System and other entities participating in the safeguarding of internal security and civil protection;
· Develop crisis management policies and crisis planning methodology;
· Adopt measures to improve the quality of service and performance by agencies involved in internal security and public order, establish condition to effectively coordinate the individual agencies, .e.g. to coordinate the needs of administrative units with the Czech Police Force or promote co-operation between Czech intelligence agencies and the Czech Police Force.
4. Economic Policy
The economic policy creates conditions for the safeguarding of national security, eliminates the existing and potential security risks in the country’s economy and in external economic relations, and it fundamentally influences the production of resources necessary for national security.
The main security priorities of economic policy include the following:
· Strengthen macroeconomic stability by fostering a favourable economic climate, in particular by using the following means:
•     Public finance reform to reduce internal and external debt and thus stabilise the public budgets in the long term;
•    
Effort by the state to maintain price stability, using appropriately designed and applied macroeconomic policies;
•    
Continued economic transformation process taking into account the security interests of the State;
•     Safeguarding the financial and foreign exchange economy of the State.
· Minimize the potential sources of threats and the operations of their actors, in particular by using the following means:
•     Maximum transparency of financial flows in the country’s economy;
•     Preventing the monopolisation of the key segments of Czech economy;
•     Continuous supply, with respect to the to the country’s economic capacity, of human, material and financial resources to maintain national security;
•    Consistent financial control by revenue authorities and, in the field of imports, exports and transits, financial control in collaboration with the Customs Authority;
•    Finalisation of the legal standards permitting the blocking of the bank accounts of entities suspected of sponsoring terrorism;
•  
Establishment of conditions to improve economic performance, i.e. entrepreneurship, investment protection and export conditions;
· Minimize the dependence of the country’s economy on supplies from economically or politically unstable regions, in particular:
•    Diversify the sources and transport routes of strategic raw materials;
•  
Use the appropriately conceived national policies in the areas of industry, energy and raw materials to reduce the energy and raw-material intensity of Czech economy and ensure the efficient and cost-effective use of domestic energy sources;
•    Take timely precautions to guarantee food safety and food supplies in crisis situations;
•    Minimize the economic impacts of fluctuations in strategic raw material supplies;
•   Support the development of the industrial base to cover the needs of the armed forces, law enforcement agencies and rescue services while emphasising the flexibility and prompt response capability in the ever-changing security environment;
· Develop a system of economic measures for crisis situations, build up and maintain the optimum volume of the necessary commodities and production capacities, and retain the capability to mobilise the material and financial resources required for crisis situation management.
5. Public Awareness Policy
The Government is aware of the need to actively inform the public about security, the developments in the security environment, and measures taken by the Government and other authorities and institutions to safeguard the security of citizens and of the entire Czech Republic. This need is based on the belief that increased public awareness and mutual communication will improve the general understanding of security by the public, provide the necessary feedback and, in addition, encourage the general public to take a more active part in preventing and resolving specific security problems.
The main priorities of the public awareness policy include the following:
· Focus on systematically informing the public about threats and risks, the measures adopted and their consequences, and ensure the receipt of feedback; 

· Communication with mass media;
· Establish and maintain a public administration web portal as the single point to share with both the public and the individual branches of the national security system important information concerning national security;
· Support the building of the communication infrastructure to ensure public access to public information;
· Promote academic study of security-related fields at universities, support educational programmes in security.
Security Priorities of the EU
The definition of the security priorities of the Czech Republic is largely based on the priorities defined within the NATO and the EU. The key areas and principles of the security policy of the EU are defined by the European Security Strategy
 adopted by the European Council. The Strategy comprises five key security threats:
1. Terrorism
The phenomenon of terrorism is a challenge that the European public must be sufficiently ready for in order to face the consequences of an attack. The European continent may become both the target and a logistical base for terrorist cells, some of which have been uncovered in a number of European countries.
2. Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction
The European Security Strategy considers the proliferation of WMD the greatest potential threat. It therefore pays considerable attention to adherence to international treaties and control arrangements to reduce the proliferation of WMD and delivery systems. The WMD threat is also associated with advanced methods in natural sciences, which can be abused to produce sophisticated chemical, biological and radiological weapons.
3. Regional Conflicts
Regional conflicts anywhere around the globe influence the European political, financial and economic interests. These conflicts are the source for extremism, terrorism, organised crime and state failure. The EU therefore seeks to increase its influence on and co-responsibility for the processes in the respective regions by developing its Common Foreign and Security Policy.
4. State Failure
The most frequent causes of state failure are unstable and weak governance incapable of providing for the interests of the state’s inhabitants and guarantee their rights and freedoms. State failure often both results from and causes corruption and the penetration of organised crime into public administration, and is typically the root of or the fuel for regional conflicts.
5. Organised Crime
Europe is the ideal place for organised crime. The most serious activities of organised crime include the cross-border trafficking and distribution of illegal drugs, human beings, illegal migrants and weapons. These activities are the prime source of revenues used to further spread organised crime.
Key Principles of the European Security Policy
· Be more active in pursuing the strategic objectives: e.g. improve the instruments for crisis management, introduce sophisticated methods to prevent emergencies and effectively manage their consequences, co-operate with the UN in the area of international security and conflict and disaster management;
· Be more capable: e.g. strengthen militaries, their systematic use and sharing to prevent unnecessary duplications, use civilian resources in resolving crisis situations, effective information and intelligence exchange and sharing among the EU Member States and partners;
· Be more coherent: e.g. support diplomatic relations, mutual co-operation among EU institutions and the Member States, improved co-ordination of measures between external action and Justice and Home Affairs policies.
· Work with partners: e.g. pursue the interests and the priorities of the EU through multilateral negotiations in international organisations and through partnerships, with the emphasis placed on the transatlantic co-operation and relations with the Russian Federation.
Comparison of the European and Czech Approaches to Security Threats
At the beginning of the European integration, the sensitive issues involving co-operation in the areas of migration and asylum policies, law enforcement and judiciary co-operation were considered an internal matter of each Member State. However, advances in the integration process and the expansion of the single internal market associated with the shift of controls to the external border of the Communities have shown the importance of co-operation and coordination in the area of security. The European integration framework was therefore extended in 1993 to foreign and security policy (EU’s second pillar) and co-operation in judicial and internal affairs (third pillar).
However, the third pillar does not represent a common policy of the European Communities but rather an area of common interest, outside of the integrated political and legal system of the EC. The matters of the third pillar are based on intergovernmental co-operation. The distinct nature of the co-operation under the third pillar in comparison with the first pillar is most apparent in the different position and role of the individual EU institutions (the Commission, the Council and the Parliament) and in the nature of the acts adopted.
The competence of the European Union in tackling crime is limited to combating terrorism, child abuse, trafficking in drugs or weapons, corruption and fraud.
It may be seen as an advantage that the individual Member States may adjust their security policy to best address the key threats. The disadvantage is in the fact that it is difficult to nearly-impossible to compare the fulfilment of the security policy priorities set by the EU and by the Member States, because of the varying definitions and extent of threats, differences in the approach and instruments used to manage the challenges, non-existence of common reference parameters, etc. Such a requirement would be extremely intensive in terms of the time and capacities needed for the selection and detailed comparative analysis of all the individual documents and for the development of procedures to determine the individual evaluation criteria. Even then, however, the results of such a comparison could not be guaranteed as being informative and correct. It is therefore at least possible to describe the approach to the individual areas by the EU and by the Czech Republic, respectively.
The Reform Treaty signed in Lisbon by the prime ministers and heads of the 27 Member States of the EU on 13 December 2007 integrated the previous third pillar in the first one, thus partially extending its scope; matters of internal security, however, will remain the responsibility of the Member States. The new treaty will come into force after its ratification by all the Member States.
1. Organised Crime
Until 2005 the European Union had produced the annual analytical Organised Crime Report (OCR), which was replaced by the Organised Crime Threat Assessment (OCTA) starting in 2006. The introduction of the OCTA significantly changed the focus of the report (which shifted from the results provided by state authorities to future threats) and the data collection methodology. The OCTA mainly identifies the current and future threats and intelligence gaps in the EU’s collective knowledge on the threat of organised crime.
The various aspects of combating organised crime are discussed by a number of policies and analytical documents of the Czech Ministry of the Interior
, the Czech Police Force
, intelligence services and other agencies. 


One such document is the Updated Policy on Combating Organised Crime, as adopted by Government Resolution No. 1044 of 23 October 2000, which builds on the Update to the Policy on Combating Organised Crime adopted by Government Resolution No. 673 of 29 October 1997.
The Updated Policy on Combating Organised Crime was prepared by the Ministry of the Interior in co-operation with other authorities and agencies. The Policy included a total of 10 tasks. In May 2006 the Ministry of the Interior prepared the Report on the Performance of the Updated Policy on Combating Organised Crime, which evaluates the fulfilment of the set tasks (see Chapter 2).
A new Draft Policy on Combating Organised Crime is currently undergoing the interdepartmental amendment procedure. A number of issues associated with combating organised crime are addressed by specific policies and guidelines. They are in particular the following areas:
a) Drug trafficking
The basic strategic material in the Czech policy on drugs is the National Drug Policy Strategy for the Period 2005 to 2009 adopted by Government Resolution No. 1305 of 22 October 2004. It is the fourth successive national strategy adopted during the existence of the Czech Republic. As with all modern drug strategies in the EU, it is based on the balanced application of interventions in reducing demand (prevention, treatment and resocialisation), minimising risks, and suppressing supply (curbing the availability of drugs).
The Action Plan for the Implementation of the National Drug Policy Strategy for the Period 2005 to 2009 was prepared on the basis of the National Drug Policy Strategy for the Period 2005 to 2009 and adopted by Government Resolution No. 886 of 13 July 2005. The Action Plan resumes the action plans for the individual areas of the national drug policy, as prepared by the individual ministers, and complies with the EU Drugs Strategy (2005-2012) and the EU Drugs Action Plan (2005-2008).
The Action Plan for the Implementation of the National Drug Policy Strategy for the Period 2005 to 2009 was approved on 25 July 2007 (Government Resolution No. 845).
b) Trafficking in human beings 

The basic guidance material concerning trafficking in human beings is the National Strategy to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings (2008 – 2011). The Strategy was adopted by Government Resolution No. 67 of 23 January 2008 and resumes the National Strategy to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings (2005 – 2007) adopted by Government Resolution No. 957 of 22 July 2005 and the previous National Strategy to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings for the Purpose of Sexual Representation in the Czech Republic. The phenomenon of trafficking in human beings is also reflected by other laws, by-laws and rules. 

c) Corruption
In 1999 the Government approved the Government Programme to Combat Corruption in the Czech Republic. Starting in 2001, the Government has been informed about the performance of the current anti-corruption measures by the material called “Report on Corruption in the Czech Republic and on Meeting the Schedule of Measures Adopted by the Government Programme to Combat Corruption. The report was first drawn up by the Ministry of the Interior on an annual basis. Starting in 2005, the period of the report was changed to two years.
A major policy change occurred in 2006 in the approach to combating corruption. Government Resolution No. 1199 of 25 October 2006 adopted the Government Strategy for Combating Corruption (2006 – 2011). The document resumes the ideas of the Updated Government Programme to Combat Corruption, as adopted by Government Resolution No. 560 of 11 May 2005. The measures proposed by the Strategy build upon the tasks previously fulfilled while at the same time responding to the current needs in combating corruption.

Approved by Government Resolution No. 676 of 18 June 2007, the Report on Corruption in the Czech Republic in 2005 – 2006 and on Meeting the Updated Government Programme to Combat Corruption is based on the Government Strategy. This Resolution cancelled the above-mentioned Updated Government Programme to Combat Corruption, and added new objectives to the Government Strategy for Combating Corruption (2006 – 2011). 

Treaties against fraud and corruption have been adopted in the EU, but the Union’s efforts are mainly centred around protecting the EC budget and the integrity of the Communities institutions.
d) Terrorism
Some measures adopted by the Czech Republic to combat terrorism can also be used to combat organised crime. The key measures are specified in the National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism, which is regularly reviewed and updated
.  

e) Cyber crime
A number of activities in the Czech Republic focus on combating cyber threats:
· Policy to Combating IT Crime (document of the Ministry of the Interior);
· Activities in combating extremism and child pornography (and commercial child sexual abuse as such), which are largely related to the obligations of the Czech Republic arising from its membership in a number of international organisations.
2. Terrorism
Along with organised crime, natural disasters, industrial accidents, social conflicts and environmental risks, terrorism remains a major security challenge. The deterioration in international security dates back to the attacks on the United States on 11 September 2001. In this context, there is a new dimension of the threat, arising from the potential use of chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear materials by terrorists and from the space opened up for terrorism by modern information and communication technologies.
Although the territory of the Czech Republic has not become the stage of any events described as typical terrorist acts, i.e. politically motivated violence seeking, in addition to causing direct casualties and damage, to create fear among the public, the risk of such an attack is increasing.
For that reason, combating terrorism remains a priority of the Czech security policy, and our country must maintain constant readiness for an open clash with terrorism.
     The Czech Government adopted the National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism by its Resolution No. 385 of 10 April 2002.
· The first update process of the document related to 31 December 2002 and resulted in the “National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism – As Updated for 2003” adopted by Government Resolution No. 361 of 14 April 2003.
· The second update process of the document related to 31 December 2003 and resulted in the “National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism – As Updated for 2004” adopted by Government Resolution No. 479 of 19 May 2003.
· The third update process of the document resulted in the “National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism – As Updated for 2005 – 2007” adopted by Government Resolution No. 1466 of 16 November 2005.
· The fourth update process of the document resulted in the “National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism – As Updated for 2007 – 2009” adopted by Government Resolution No. 129 of 11 February 2008.
The Czech Republic continues to strengthen its security co-operation with countries which have successfully faced terrorism and seeks to learn from their methods.
An important aspect of such a concept of international co-operation and information exchange is the involvement in activities supported by the European Union.
The key dimensions of combating terrorism and other serious crime which are currently addressed or will have to be addressed in the near future by the Union include the following topics
, which are also, to a certain extent, reflected in the content of the National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism:
· Improved information and intelligence exchange and sharing at the national level. Advancement in the current status where certain Member States do not have in place mechanisms consistently linking the specific agencies dealing with certain aspects of counter-terrorism;
· Systematic utilisation of the existing mechanisms and capabilities for international information and intelligence exchange between institutions in the individual Member States;
· Information and intelligence exchange between the Member States and Europol; 

· More intensive use of Europol’s analytical capabilities by Member States;
· Measures to limit the space for abusing the NGO sector for terrorism financing;
· Measures to limit the space for explosives abuse by terrorists; efforts to limit the possible abuse of the Internet for posting instructions on the preparation of improvised weapons;
· Activities in foreigner integration (studies, workshops, research), with a particular focus on radicalisation and recruitment;
· Full spectrum of tasks in the areas of critical infrastructure protection and the protection and prevention of the abuse of nuclear, biological and chemical agents by terrorists;
· Grater involvement of non-governmental operators of critical infrastructure networks in processes towards the creation of security plans, and their connection to communication channels with the law enforcement and security forces;
· Intensified activity in security research at the national and EU levels;
· Further deepening of activities in tackling the Internet abuse (“Check the Web” etc.);
· Higher standard of co-operation between rapid response forces (the Atlas initiative);
· Increased number of cross-border exercises for crisis management authorities to improve the preparedness and capabilities of the Member States to control the consequences of terrorist acts;
· Engagement of Member States in international co-operation outside of the EU's territory (co-operation with the United States of America, the Russian Federations, countries of the Western Balkans, the Middle East and North Africa, etc.);
· Financial and technical assistance to third countries.
The Czech Republic can generally identify itself with some of the proposed aspects. However, a number of the activities require thorough national interdepartmental as well as international discussion.
The level of performance under the individual areas by the Member States will be assessed by the second round of counter-terrorism evaluation missions. The evaluation of the Czech Republic is expected in the second half of 2009, i.e. at the time of the next update of the National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism. It will thus be possible to harmonise the processes at the national and EU levels.
A key part in the training of European law enforcement officers to combat organised crime is played by CEPOL (European Police College), of which the Czech Republic (the Ministry of the Interior) is a member. 
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44. Government Resolution No. 7/2008 of 9 January 2008 concerning the Progress Report on the Optimisation of the Existing National Security System of the Czech Republic
45. Government Resolution No. 1214/2005 of 21 September 2005 concerning the optimisation of the existing national security system of the Czech Republic
46. Government Resolution No. 512/2006 on the Rules for the Establishment of Spare Crisis Posts 

47. Government Resolution No. 170/2008 on the Schedule of the Preparation of Documents for the National Comprehensive Strategy for Critical Infrastructure and the National Programme for Critical Infrastructure Protection
48. Government Resolution No. 1271/2006 on the Pandemic Plan of the Czech Republic in case of an influenza pandemic caused by a new variety of the influenza virus 
49. Government Resolution No. 1436/2007 on the Directive on the Selection and Documentation of Defence Infrastructure Sites
50. Resolution by the National Security Council No. 30/2007 regarding the Report on the Critical Infrastructure in the Czech Republic
51. Policy on the Emergency Preparedness in the Health Sector adopted by the Resolution by the National Security Council No. 9 dated 3 April 2007
Civil Protection and Integrated Rescue System
52. Act No. 239/2000 Coll. on the Integrated Rescue System and amending certain related acts
53. Government Order No. 463/2000 Coll. laying down the rules for the engagement in international rescue operations, provision and receipt of humanitarian aid and compensation of expenses incurred by businesses and self-employed individuals in civil protection
54. Decree No. 380/2002 Coll. On the preparation and implementation of civil protection
55. Decree No. 328/2001 Coll. laying down certain details supporting the Integrated Rescue System 
56. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), and Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Conflicts (Protocol II) Communication from the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs No. 168/1991 Coll. 

57. Council Decision of 5 March 2007 establishing a Civil Protection Financial Instrument (2007/162/EC, Euratom)
58. Council Decision of 8 November 2007 establishing a Community Civil Protection Mechanism (2007/779/EC, Euratom)
59. Government Resolution No. 165/2008 regarding the Progress Evaluation of the Civil Protection Policy until 2006 with an Outlook to 2015, and the Civil Protection Policy until 2013 with an Outlook to 2020
60. Act No. 18/1997 Coll. on peaceful use of nuclear energy and ionising radiation and amending certain related acts (“Atom Act”) 

61. Act No. 19/1997 Coll. laying down certain measures relating to the prohibition of chemical weapons and amending Act No. 50/1976 Coll. on area planning and building regulations (“Building Act”), as amended, Act No. 455/1991 Coll. on trade licensing (“Trade Licensing Act”), as amended, and Act No. 140/1961 Coll. (Penal Code), as amended 

62. Act No. 281/2002 Coll. laying down certain measures relating to the prohibition of bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons and amending the Trade Licensing Act
� The Updated Security Strategy of the Czech Republic is a document of the Czech Government adopted by Government Resolution No. 1254 of 10 December 2003.


�  The Programme Declaration was adopted by Government Resolution No. 44 of 17 January 2007.


�  The wording of the Coalition Agreement was approved by the Boards of the Civic Democratic Party, of the Christian and Democratic Union – Czechoslovak People’s Party, and of the Green Party and signed on 26 June 2006.


� The Hague Programme was adopted at the European Council of 4 and 5 November 2004 and is intended for five years. Its key sections concern strengthening in the areas of freedom, security and justice. It is a political document setting out the general directions for the future development of the EU in the area of the third pillar.


� Office of the Czech Government: Zpráva o stavu zajištění bezpečnosti České republiky. Adopted by Government Resolution No. 83 of 25 January 2006. (ISBN 80-86734-91-9).


� European Security Strategy: A Secure Europe in a Better World. Brussels, 12 December 2003.





� In particular, the following policy-making and analytical documents: National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism; Public Order and Internal Security Report; Migration Report; Performance Report on the Action Plan to Combat Illegal Migration; Government Strategy to Combat Corruption (2006- 2011); Minorities Strategy of the Czech Police Force 2006 – 2007; National Plan to Combat Commercial Sexual Child Abuse 2006-2008; Report by the Czech Republic on the Preparedness to Adopt Schengen Acquis


� Mainly annual summary reports by nationwide units of the Czech Police Force


�  The Strategy rests on three pillars: 1. prevention (avoid corruption opportunities); 2. transparency (maximum and unlimited public control of public institutions and public funds handling); 3. penalty.


� The National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism (for 2002) was adopted by the Czech Government by its Resolution No. 385 of 10 April 2002; the National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism (As Updated for 2003) was adopted by the Government by its Resolution No. 361 of 14 April 2003; the National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism (As Updated for 2004) was adopted by Government Resolution No. 479 of 19 May 2004; the National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism (As Updated for 2005 - 2007) was adopted by Government Resolution No. 1466 of 16 November 2005.


An update to the National Action Plan to Combat Terrorism (for 2007 – 2009) is under preparation and it will be presented to the Security Council of the Government in the second half of 2008.


� Implementation of the Strategy and Action Plan to Combat Terrorism (15266/1/06);   �       Implementation of the Strategy and Action Plan to Combat Terrorism (15411/07
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