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- what is common?
- what is locally specific?

Visual impairment

•Speakers from The Norwegian Association for Blind and visually impaired, from Statped, and from a researcher on light and universal design 

•Representants from user organizations and the professional field 

•Fire- and rescue services was also represented 


Fire- and rescue services 
General 
•Procedure 
•Practice 
•Experience 
•Drill 

Project «Fire safety for vulnerable groups» 
•Not spesific experience with visually or hearing impaired people 
•Preparedness 
•Communication 
•Information 
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In Norway


•Approximately 130000 blind or visually impaired in Norway (app 1000 blind) 

•But hidden statistics/high number of unrecorded (20% of population has problems with vision) 

•Visual impairment is highly correlated with age 

Common factors


•To be blind or visual impaired; a fundamental limitation in volume and variation of experiences in the in the physical space, limitations in access to information, to interaction with the environment, and freedom of motion 
•Crisis, disasters and accidents; 
–Blind and visually impaired people has the same reactions as other people 
–And, they have the same need for information and debriefing as all other people 


Challenges & Opportunities 
•Lack of universal design 
•Basic facilitation increases self-efficacy and self-reliance 
•Unexpected obstacles 
•Hesitates to ask for help 
•Treatment facilities is lacking 
•User participation 

More knowledge on normal reactions and treatment facilities

User participation


Keyword: Self-reliance gives control!


Locally spesific for Norway?

Spesific legislations: 
•Discrimination and accessibility 

Schools and education for blind is closed down due to an intergration philosophy 
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