Shrnuti:

I déle nez 35 let po padu centralné planované ekonomiky v Ceské republice
pretrvava fenomén cenové regulace. Tento typ vefejnopravnich zasahu
do smluvni svobody byl v dfivéjsich letech mnohdy kritizovan a pozvolna
dochazelo k odstranovani regulovanych polozek z obsahu cenovych
vymeért. PIna liberalizace cen ovSsem neni na misté v situaci, kdy nékteré trhy
s nezastupitelnym zbozim a sluzbami vykazuji znaky trzniho selhani. Nadto je
tfeba zohlednit, Ze v posledni dobé jsme byli svédky nékolika zdvaznych
cenovych Sokli plynoucich z krizi, kterym stat celil — jmenovité energetické
krize v souvislosti s ndhlym ukoncenim ¢innosti nékterych alternativnich
dodavateld, pandemie covid-19 a konecné i valky na Ukrajiné. Je otevienou
otazkou, zda pravni tprava a cenové organy dokazaly na tyto mimoradné
situace akceschopné reagovat. I z jinych hledisek 1ze vSak uplatnéni cenovych
predpisii povazovat spiSe za nevyuzitou pfrileZitost, jak mohou organy vefejné
moci efektivné chranit slabsi smluvni stranu proti cenovému diktatu silnéjsiho
obchodniho partnera. Urcitou novou etapu cenové regulace by mohly pfinést
zmény v dtsledku posledni velké novely zakona o cenach, provedené zakonem
¢. 265/2024 Sb. Pravé zhodnoceni pravniho stavu po této novele a nastinéni tivah
de lege ferenda je predmétem tohoto ¢lanku.
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The Major Amendment to the Prices Act: Still Halfway to Effective
Public-Law Protection of the Weaker Party? — summary:

The phenomenon of price regulation still — more than 35 years after the collapse
of the centrally planned economy — preserves in the Czech legislation. Such kind
of the public intervention in contractual freedom has been often criticized in the
previous years, and the items under regulation have been gradually removed
from the so-called price assessments. However, a full price liberalization is not
feasible when some markets with irreplaceable goods and services are affected
by a market failure. Furthermore, it should be noted that we have recently
witnessed several serious price shocks resulting from the crises, namely the
energy crisis related to the sudden cessations of operation by some alternative
electric power suppliers, the COVID-19 pandemic, and finally the war in Ukraine.
It is an open question whether the legal framework and regulatory authorities
have been able to respond effectively to these extraordinary situations. Also from
other perspectives, the application of price regulations can be seen as a missed
opportunity for the public authorities to effectively protect a weaker contracting
party against a price dictate of the stronger businesses. The changes arising from
the latest major amendment to the Prices Act, implemented by Act No. 265/2024
Coll., could bring about a new phase of price regulation. This article assesses
the legal situation following this amendment and outlines some de lege ferenda
proposals.
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